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BE A PART OF THE EPIC ARTS PARTY: SMOKY HILL RIVER 
FESTIVAL VOLUNTEER REGISTRATION IS OPEN 

 
(Salina, KS 04-26) 
Volunteer registration is 
now open for the Smoky 
Hill River Festival, and 
Salina Arts & Humanities 
is inviting community 
members to help bring 
this longstanding 
community tradition to 
life.  
 
Held in Oakdale Park on 
June 11-14, the Smoky Hill River Festival is made possible by the people of 
Salina and the surrounding region. As the Festival celebrates 50 years, 
community members, residents, returning attendees, and arts supporters 
are encouraged to take part by volunteering their time in support of the 
event and the community it serves. 
 
“The Smoky Hill River Festival is truly a community celebration, and 
volunteers are at the heart of what makes it possible,” said Allie Fischer, 
volunteer coordinator for the Smoky Hill River Festival. “This event is built by 
people who care deeply about the arts, about Salina, and about creating a 
meaningful experience for others.” 
 
A variety of volunteer opportunities are available, with roles designed to be 
accessible and manageable for a wide range of community members. 
Volunteer shifts are just two hours, making it easy for individuals to give a 
small amount of time while still enjoying the Festival.  
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Available volunteer roles include: 
• Artyopolis Volunteer - Artyopolis volunteers support craft-making 

and games for kids and families. 
• Ambassador Volunteer - Ambassador volunteers help ensure artists 

have a great experience at the Festival. 
• Gates Volunteer - As Festival goers enter the park, gates volunteers 

are the first point of contact. This is where admission is validated or 
purchased, and event programs are distributed. 

• Technical Volunteers - Technical volunteers support set-up on 
Wednesday and Thursday of Festival week and tear-down on Sunday 
and Monday. 

• Artist Parking Volunteer - Art show parking guides provide parking 
assistance and directions to artists as they enter and navigate the 
park. 

 
Community members are encouraged to take part by choosing a volunteer 
role that fits their interests, availability, and comfort level. Whether 
someone is a long-time Festival attendee or is looking for a new way to get 
involved, volunteering offers an opportunity to support a community 
tradition while helping make the Festival possible. 
 
“Volunteering at the Smoky 
Hill River Festival is always 
so fun! What better way to 
enjoy Oakdale Park and see 
many friends,” said Kay 
Quinn, Smoky Hill River 
Festival volunteer.  “I enjoy 
greeting the out-of-town 
artists and other vendors, to 
help them feel welcome to 
and familiar with Salina.” 
 
Volunteers are an important part of creating the welcoming, vibrant Festival 
experience that attendees, artists, and families enjoy each year. Even a short 
shift can make a meaningful difference. 
 
Community members interested in volunteering can sign up at 
riverfestival.com/volunteer or call Festival staff at 785-309-5770 for help 
finding the volunteer role that fits them best! 
 
Volunteers must be 13 or older and must purchase and wear a River Festival 
admission wristband when they volunteer. For volunteers or members of the 
public who cannot afford to purchase Festival admission, generous 
underwriters have made admission available through the Festival Families 
First program. To request a wristband, complete the following form by May 
31, 2026.  https://bit.ly/FestivalFamiliesFirst 
 
More details about the Festival will be shared leading up to the event.   
 
The Smoky Hill River Festival is a project of the City of Salina. For more 
information and details or to see volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.riverfestival.com or call 785-309-5770.  

  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Friverfestival.com%2Fvolunteer%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdFUxcEZvY3daODlueWpqMXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6LFh9fD-Op0UUzllnnFTUTPHv0v9JvT0efPvuEOR7Jzwa0QHmctM8dA__e6w_aem_dzqGa2Y7-oGJkPC9d9buGg&h=AT6U9w6DdiNkJqNOwP3cbOBRVH-QKKnRwTezv6dGtPhKkX64o94lu5cl4xBejdDPKN4cLVIJ35nJoVIRF8EuVdCQ2KntQMEVziHw4yHRiO01hwSuky2R5LT-gEu5qg5BJlwCtpvbtJzLjU1s&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT4in01Je2Vl-K_HsjEURSKmdMnwvE21VlGXVb341OwuR-zJ8EJy1Mm7GscTyvsfukbC1fvx36ZKpuCSsO0G7M_ywm2U95ZeFVmKgx1H6-WWTLzmUU6BrkVUArY-y9xQyDENZckYp4y9Y479ZeU4yLtcMCLOUSPefrm8M_UuTuXq0m2Kza2kW1eMqNjCfvH7OzrUALYoLQuv7cLRN5rnoiz47g
https://bit.ly/FestivalFamiliesFirst
http://www.riverfestival.com/
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For needed accommodations, please call Amanda Morris at Salina Arts & Humanities at 785-

309-5770 between 8:00 am to 6:00 pm Monday through Thursday. Every effort will be made to 

accommodate known disabilities. For material or speech access, please call at least five 

working days before the event. Salina Arts & Humanities, a department of the City of Salina, 

has served a unique role as an arts advocate and resource partner since 1966. The Smoky Hill 

River Festival, Horizons Grants Program, Smoky Hill Museum, Arts Infusion Program in 

schools, Community Art & Design, and Creative Connections are among the programs of 

Salina Arts & Humanities, located at 211 W. Iron Avenue in Salina. 
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